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ej^pressing a pixel value of each pixel in said image data 
as a set of ^hree mutually independent components; 

def\ning the brightness of each pixel based on said three 
components; 

determining a rate of pixels based on a number of pixels 
having a maximum\brightness among all pixels; and 

making en adjustment to said image acquisition device 
aj^- d/or ^s.^!^ pixel ^^alue based on the rate. 



1/ / (Amended) A digital camera comprising: 
\J X images pick-up means for photographing an image and 
acquiring imagiB data in which a pixel value of each pixel is 
expressed as a set of three mutually independent components; 

brightness analyzing means for computing a histogram of 
the brightness ofXsaid pixel defined based on said three components 
for said image data acquired by said image pick-up means; and 

exposure Control means for making an adjustment to an 
exposure value at tAe time of photographing on the basis of said 
histogram so that a Vate of pixels based on a number of pixels 
having a maximum r^rightness among all pixels becomes a 
predetermined rate . 




13. (Amended) An m^ge processor comprising: 

data acquisitionXmeans for acquiring an image as digital 
data in which a pixel valueXof each pixel is expressed as a set of 
three mutually independent cWponents; 

brightness analyzina means for computing a histogram of 
the brightness of said pixel defined based on said three components 
for said digital data acquired by said data acquisition means; and 
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data transformation means for performing a data 
transformation process on /the acquired digital data on the basis of 
said histogram so that a rate of pixels based on a number of pixels 
having a maximum brightness among all pixels is made a 
predetermined rate . 



Please add the following new claims 17-19 as follows: 



3ui:::^i3.^^ — iV. (New) a method of adjusting the brightness of an image, 
the metho\j comprising the steps of: 

icquiring image data by an image acquisition device; 
expressing a pixel value of each pixel in said image data 
/\ as a chrominance value; 

deigning the brightness of each pixel based on said 
chrominance value; 

determining a rate of pixels based on a number of pixels 
having a maximum brightness among all pixels; and 

making an adjustment to said image acquisition device 
and/or said pixel value based on the rate. 



18, 



requiring 



(New) A digital camera comprising: 

s^mage pick-up means for photographing an image and 
lage data in which a pixel value of each pixel is 
expressed as \ chrominance value; 

brigl^ness analyzing means for computing a histogram of 
the brightness of said pixel defined based on said chrominance 
value for said imag^ data acquired by said image pick-up means; and 
exposure control means for making an adjustment to an 
exposure value at theXtime of photographing on the basis of said 
histogram so that a r^e of pixels based on a number of pixels 
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having a maximum brightness 
predetermined rate - 
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among all pixels becomes a 



19. (New) An image processor comprising: 

data acquisition [means for acquiring an image as digital 
data in which a pixel vqlue of each pixel is expressed as a 
chrominance value; 

brightness analyfeing means for computing a histogram of 
the brightness of said pixel defined based on said chrominance 
value for said digital (^iata acquired by said data acquisition 
means; and 

data transf orrfiation means for performing a data 
transformation process onj the acquired digital data on the basis of 
said histogram so that a jrate of pixels based on a number of pixels 
having a maximum bri<phtness among all pixels is made a 
predetermined rate . — 
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